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1. Information Disclosure Statement (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) and § 1.98) (2 pages); 

2. Form PTO-1449 (2 pages); 

3. Certificate of Mailing by Express Mail (1 page); and 

4. Return Card, 



relating to the above application, were deposited as “Express Mail,” Mailing Label No. EV 410 058 
010 US with the United States Postal Service, addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313, on this )<i^ day of November, 2003. 



November 1% , 2003 




Mailer 





Signatvfre of Mailer 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 



USPTO Customer No. 20686 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 

David M. Albert 

Serial No.: 10/687,940 Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 

Filed: October 17, 2003 Examiner: Not yet assigned 

For: GRIP-ENHANCING MATERIAL 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) and § 1.98) 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

The Examiner is requested to consider the references noted on the enclosed Form PTO- 
1449 during examination of the above-identified patent application. These references are 
submitted for the Examiner’s consideration and are submitted pursuant to the duty of disclosure 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. In submitting these references, no representation is made or implied that 
the references are or are not material to the examination of the application. The Examiner is 
encouraged to make his or her own determination of materiality. 

Copies of the cited documents have been previously cited by the Office or furnished to 
the Office in prior related applications Serial No. 10/384,003, filed on March 7, 2003, which is a 
continuation-in-part of prior application Serial No. 10/179,423, filed on June 24, 2002, which is 
a continuation of prior application Serial No. 09/520,300, filed March 7, 2000, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,427,248, which is a continuation-in-part of prior application Serial No. 09/169,707, filed 
October 9, 1998 now U.S. Patent No. 6,055,669, which claims priority to provisional application 
Serial No. 60/061,435, filed on October 9, 1997. Therefore, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, copies 
of the cited documents are not included herewith. 
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Attorney Docket No. 1253/US/5 
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This IDS is filed before the first office action in this case. Accordingly, pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), no fees are due with respect to this filing. However, should any fees be 
deemed necessary, such fees may be charged to Deposit Account No. 04-1415. A duplicate copy 
of this disclosure statement is enclosed for use as may be appropriate. 

Dated: November j£, 2003. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ — 

Lee R. Osman 
Registration No. 38,260 
Attorney for Applicant 
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Customer No. 20686 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 

INITIAL 


■ 


PATENT 

NUMBER 


ISSUE 

DATE 


PATENTEE 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 






US-1,885,572 


11/01/1932 


Wood 












US-2,187,430 


01/16/1940 


Olmsted et al. 












US-2,702,906 


03/01/1955 


Causse 












US-2,935,354 


05/03/1960 


Chapman 












US-3,038,723 


06/12/1962 


Bergendorf 












US-3,046,561 


07/31/1962 


Marinese et al. 












US-3,091,455 


05/28/1963 


De Mire 












US-3,098,654 


07/23/1963 


Larsen 












US-3,224,012 


12/21/1965 


Hamm 












US-3,248,112 


04/26/1966 


Metzger 












US-3,398,951 


08/27/1968 


Disko 












US-3,563,545 


02/16/1971 


Rasche 












US-3,595,575 


07/27/1971 


Gooch 












US-3,606,319 


09/20/1971 


Borden 












US^, 194,736 


03/25/1980 


Loafman 












US4, 273,330 


06/16/1981 


Buneta 












US-4,371,163 


02/01/1983 


Shaffer et al. 












US-4,466,313 


08/21/1984 


Gardner 












US-4,608,720 


09/02/1986 


Purin 












US-5,095,897 


03/17/1992 


Clark et al. 












US-5,330,391 


07/19/1994 


Mitchell 












US-5,419,014 


05/30/1995 


Piantedosi 












US-5,715,539 


02/10/1998 


Banecki et al. 












US-5,782,516 


07/21/1998 


Partida 












US-5,829,057 


11/03/1998 


Gunn 












US-5,983,395 


11/16/1999 


Lei 












US-5,991,926 


1 1/30/1999 


Lakusiewicz 












US-6,044,494 


04/04/2000 


Kang 










H 


US-6,081,928 


07/04/2000 


Bourne 










■ 


US-6,092,238 


07/25/2000 


Fierabend, Jr. 












US-6,098,199 


08/08/2000 


Barkin 












US-6,055,669 


05/02/2000 


Albert 












US-6,427,248 


08/06/2002 


Albert 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 

“Comfy Sleeve”,™ Silicone Finger Sleeves Brochure, Red’s Silicone Extrusions, Inc., 1725 Ocean Ave., Raymond, WA 98577. 
Good-Win Super Bowl Gripper Advertisement, Source Unknown, 1973. 

Kicker Advertisement, Bowling Magazine, Jun./Jul., 1984. 

Kicker Advertisement, Bowling Magazine, Mar., 1984. 

Spare-Time Gripper Advertisement, Bowling Magazine, vol. 32, No. 3, 1965. 

Super Touch Advertisement, Bowling Magazine, p. 9, Mar. 1 980. 

Printout from Internet website showing “Comfy Kit,” “Comfy Grip,” and “Comfy Sleeve” products. May 29, 2002. 




EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 

E>^MINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 
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